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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th February 2015 at 7.30pm at The Old School 
House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs A Allen 

S Berlyn (Chairman) 
Mrs A Chapman 
Mrs B Hallett 
G Gardiner 
 

B Kennewell 
Mrs C Jacobs 
M Telling 
J Thomson 
M Wood (Vice-Chairman) 
 

In attendance: Mrs M Saunders, Clerk 
Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 

139   Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Mrs Gardiner and Keeler.  Cllr 
Harvey was on a leave of absence.   
 
140   Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded that they must declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they had in any items of business on the meeting’s agenda.  They were 
reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point in 
the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  Unforeseen 
interests must similarly be declared at the appropriate time.   
 
Members had a dispensation to speak on any items regarding the Precept or Danbury 
Community Association Trust Limited – Danbury Sports and Social Centre. 
 
No interests were declared at this point. 
 
141   Public Questions 
No public were present.   
 
142   Maldon Local Development Plan (LDP) 
142.1 Meeting held with representatives from Chelmsford City Council (CCC), 

Little Baddow Parish Council and Danbury Parish Council 
Cllr Berlyn gave a brief overview of the Parish Council’s representations to the Maldon 
LDP and an update on the latest documents received.  The Traffic Statement 
Submission and CCC Proposed Amendments to LDP (Maldon Local Plan Examination 
Day 8 Overrun Session) were circulated to Members.   
 
Danbury Parish Council had made representations to the Maldon LDP since the 
consultation began expressing concern at the traffic implications on Danbury if large 
developments went ahead in the Maldon District.  Although Danbury Parish Council 
were not permitted to speak at the LDP Examination Hearings, at that time the views 
of CCC did reflect those of the village.  Subsequently, the Inspector had requested 
that CCC and ECC Highways meet to discuss the concerns raised about the proposed 
mitigations on the A414 which led CCC to review its previous assessment.  The 
Chairman of the Council had spoken with CCC about this and a meeting was arranged 
with the Leader of Chelmsford Council, City Councillors, Senior Planning Officers and 
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representatives from Little Baddow Parish Council to discuss the issues further.  CCC 
had drafted a joint letter to the Inspector which it was asking for the approval of 
Danbury and Little Baddow Parish Councils to send in response to the ECC 
proposals.  The Parish Council were unable to commit to this due to the short 
deadline.  The letter from CCC and subsequent response from the Inspector were 
circulated to Members at the meeting.  The CCC Planning Policy Manager was unable 
to attend this evening but had sent a briefing note which was circulated to Members.  
Little Baddow Parish Council had been given the opportunity to submit further 
comments to ECC Highways which was also circulated but the response to this had 
not yet been received.   
 
There had already been some developments approved in Maldon District and Maldon 
does not currently have deliverable five year supply in place.  If planning permissions 
were submitted whilst there was no LDP or five year supply in place, it is likely that 
planning permissions would be given on appeal due to the requirements of the 
National Planning Policy Framework.   
 
There appear to be four main ECC Highways proposals to mitigate the increased 
traffic in Danbury.   
 

 Removal of the mini roundabout in Well Lane and a new junction put in.   

 Pre signals installed at Little Baddow Road junction with Eves Corner 

 Pre signals installed at Mayes Lane junction with Eves Corner 

 A pedestrian refuge installed for the new Medical Centre on Maldon Road 
instead of a pedestrian crossing which was originally proposed.   

 
Members had concerns about the implications of each of these proposals.  The Well 
Lane mini roundabout was installed due to school safety concerns and assists in 
slowing traffic down prior to the nearby Zebra crossing.  The Parish Council had spent 
a long time requesting the installation of the mini roundabout and it was felt that it did 
make this area safer, particularly since there was a primary school at this location.  A 
dedicated right hand lane in this area was an unacceptable urbanisation of the area.   
 
The proposed pre signals were also felt to be inappropriate at these locations, 
particularly at Little Baddow Road, which was already a busy and congested area due 
to the shops and facilities located nearby.  The modelling results at Eves Corner 
already showed that without the proposed development by 2026 it would be at 112% 
(am) and 122% (pm) at peak times.  The modelling results with the Maldon 
developments in 2026 showed that these rise to 154% (am) and 136.9% (pm) at peak 
times.  This level of traffic was felt to be unacceptable to the village.   
 
The lack of a pedestrian crossing outside the new medical centre was also of great 
concern as it was felt that this would not encourage people to walk to the centre if it 
was difficult to cross the road.  The use of a pedestrian refuge was felt to be unsafe, 
due to the speed and volume of traffic and the number of HGV’s that use the A414.  It 
was questioned if a refuge would be large enough for a wheelchair or double buggy to 
safely wait.    
 
It was also felt that a general increase in traffic on the A414 and additional delays 
would encourage people to use the smaller roads and increase rat running.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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143  Exclusion of Press and Public 
RESOVLED:  that in accordance with S.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 in view of the nature of the business to be discussed it was in the 
opinion of the Committee advisable that the Public and Press be excluded and they be 
instructed to withdraw 
 
144 Maldon LDP 
144.1 Briefing from CCC 
A copy of the briefing from the Planning Policy Manager was circulated and discussed 
at length.   
 
It was felt from the information received, that large development in the Maldon District 
seemed likely to go ahead, with or without the LDP being in place.  The Inspector had 
made it clear that no further submissions would be accepted.  Members were 
concerned that there had not been any consultation from ECC Highways with any of 
the affected Parish Council’s about the mitigations proposed on the A414.  The Parish 
Council needed to formulate a view on each of the proposals as well as the wider 
implications and agree any further actions.  The Clerk advised that in 2005 the Parish 
Council had agreed a policy to support a new road linking Heybridge to the A12 which 
would reduce the amount of traffic using the A414 and enable the A414 to be 
downgraded to a B road.  This policy was still in place.   
 
The Inspectors interim report was due out by the end of April.  Members felt that it was 
now important that negotiations were carried out with ECC Highways in order to 
achieve the best outcome for the residents of Danbury.   
 
The use of the term mitigation was questioned as the proposals would not ease the 
traffic pressures.  It was suggested that the mitigation proposals should either be 
rejected or if accepted only be put in for the short term until a relief road was 
constructed between Heybridge and the A12.  It was felt that the mitigation proposals 
would not ease the traffic but push it onto minor roads which would be detrimental to 
residents and increase the likelihood of accidents.   
 
It was felt that the views of residents had not been taken into account.  ECC Highways 
aim was to move the traffic through as quickly as possible.  Funding had been found 
for other Highways improvements.   
 
Any issues occurring on the A12 and A414 create gridlock through the village.  This 
can include delivery vehicles, road works, accidents, bin collections etc.  Road works 
were being carried out in Danbury at present which were causing long delays both 
ways and increasing the number of vehicles using the side roads.   
 
Constructive dialogue was needed with ECC Highways.  If proposals were rejected, it 
would be useful to offer possible solutions that could realistically be funded.  The fine 
detail of the mitigation proposals were still to be agreed.  If the proposals were 
rejected by the Parish Council with good reasons, ECC Highways could be asked to 
find alternative solutions that met the concerns raised.   
 
It may be useful in the future to have a public meeting and for residents to put 
additional pressure on ECC Highways.  It was felt that initially ECC Highways should 
have an opportunity to respond to the Parish Councils concerns.   
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Consideration should be given to green issues such as the increase of fumes and 
additional traffic signs being put into a conservation area.  The delays at peak times 
could amount to 12 minutes.  It might be useful to carry out an air quality survey.  
Concerns had been raised in the past by a Doctor regarding breathing issues and 
fumes within the village.   
 
Members discussed possible solutions to the increased traffic on the A414.  A recent 
petition had been circulated to re-open the Witham to Maldon railway line.  Measures 
could be put in to encourage traffic to use the A414 rather than the minor roads in 
order to protect them.  This could include traffic calming measures and restrictions on 
HGV’s.   
 
Members then resolved the following for each of the proposed mitigations.   
 
Cllr Gardiner proposed that the removal of the mini roundabout at Well Lane were 
rejected.  This was seconded by Cllr Telling and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the proposal to remove the mini roundabout at Well Lane was 
rejected by the Parish Council 
 
Cllr Mrs Jacobs proposed that the pre-signals at Mayes Lane and Little Baddow Road 
were rejected.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Chapman and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the proposal to installed pre-signals at Mayes Lane and Little 
Baddow Road were rejected by the Parish Council.   
 
Cllr Gardiner proposed that the pedestrian crossing originally due to be put in outside 
the new Medical Centre was retained.  This was seconded by Cllr Wood and agreed 
unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the pedestrian crossing due to be put in outside the new Medical 
Centre was retained. 
 
Members unanimously agreed that the above resolutions should be notified to ECC 
Highways with copies to the local County and City Councillors, MP, Maldon LDP 
Inspector and surrounding Parish Councils.   
RESOLVED:  that the responses to the proposed mitigations were notified to the 
above individuals and organisations.     
 
144.2 Letter  
Members were unable to agree the joint letter (from CCC, Little Baddow Parish 
Council, ECC & Danbury Parish Council) to the Inspector regarding the A414 
Highways Proposals as it had already been sent and responded due to time 
constraints.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
Business having been concluded, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.53pm.   
 
 
Signed: …………………………….………. ……Cllr S Berlyn, Chairman 
 
 
Date: ……………… 


